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to poison him.   St Tarasius answered the messenger, saying, " I know
not how the emperor can bear the infamy of so scandalous an action in
the sight of the universe, nor how he will be able to hinder or punish
adulteries and debaucheries if he himself set such an example.   Tell him
that I will rather suffer death and all manner of torments than consent to
his design."   The emperor, hoping to prevail with him by flattery, sent
for him to the palace, and said to him, I can conceal nothing from you,
whom I regard as my father.   No one can deny but I may divorce one
who has attempted my life.    She deserves death or perpetual penance,"
He then produced a vessel, as he pretended, full of the poison prepared
for him.   The patriarch, with good reason, judging the whole to be only
an artful contrivance to impose upon him, answered that he was too well
convinced that his passion for Theodota was at the bottom of all his
complaints against the empress.   He added that though she were guilty
of the crime he laid to her charge, his second marriage during her life with
any other would still be contrary to the law of God, and that he would
draw upon himself the censures of the church by attempting it.    Then
the   emperor   turned   the   Empress   Mary  out   of   his   palace,   and
obliged her to put on a religious veil.   Tarasius persisting in his refusal
to marry him to Theodota, the ceremony was performed by Joseph,
treasurer of the church of Constantinople.    This scandalous example
was the occasion of several governors and other powerful men divorcing
their wives or taking more than one at the same time, and gave great
encouragement to public lewdness.   SS. Plato and Theodorus separated
themselves from the emperor's communion, to show their abhorrence of
his crime*    But Tarasius did not think it prudent to proceed to ex-
communication, as he had threatened, apprehensive that the violence of
his temper, when further provoked, might carry him still greater lengths,
and prompt him to re-establish the heresy which he had taken such
effectual measures to suppress*   Thus the patriarch, by his moderation,
prevented the rain of religion, but drew upon himself the emperor's
resentment, who persecuted him many ways during the remainder of ids
reign.   Not content to set spies and guards over him under the name of
Syncclli, who watched all his actions and suffered no one to speak to him
without their leave, he banished many of his domestics and relations*
This confinement gave the saint the more leisure for contemplation, and
he never ceased in it to recommend his flock to God.   The ambitious
Irene, finding that all her contrivances to render her son odious to his
subjects had proved ineffectual to her design, which was to engross the
whole power to herself, having gained over to her party the principal
officer* of the court and army, she made him prisoner, and caused his
*ye$ to be plucked out; this was executed with so much violence that the
unhappy prince died of it, in 797.   After this she reigned alone five